
[ N O T E W O R T H Y  C R E A T I V E  I N V E S T M E N T S ]

74 K E N T U C K Y  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  G U I D E

Creative industries are 
underestimated as drivers of 
economic development. � ey 
make for creative places. 

Creative places attract skilled workers 
and tourists. Kentucky, through its 
support of the arts and other creative 
enterprises, understands this.

Louisville’s Hackerspace enables 
creative people to meet, inspire one 
another and collaborate. � e River 
Arts Greenway in Hazard strives to 
inspire entrepreneurship and downtown 
revitalization by providing a civic space 
for making and displaying art. � e 
aging Carter House Hotel in Vanceburg 
has been converted into a community 
conference center, bed-and-breakfast 
and training space for entrepreneurial 
education.

� e arts are increasingly crucial to 
the branding and attraction e� orts of 

communities large and small, as the 
young and talented workers they seek 
want excitement and sense of place.

Here are four of the many Kentucky 
communities showing leadership 
in the arts.

BEREA: A Unique History
As early as the 1870s, Berea was 

recognized as a center for traditional 
Appalachian cra� s. Today, arts and 
culture are still at the core of Berea’s 
social and economic growth. 

� e Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea 
was created as an economic development 
initiative. Having hosted more than a 
million visitors since its opening in 2003, 
the Artisan Center promotes Kentucky 
culture and provides visibility to artists 
engaged in regional pursuits such as 
jewelry, pottery, weaving, statuary and 
other handicra� s.

Kentucky is harnessing culture to build stronger communities.
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